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IMPLEMENTING NORMS,
CHANGING MINDS

Women Members of Parliament and
representatives of the Ministry of Labour and
Social Policy of the Republic of North
Macedonia participated in a training workshop
to analyze the steps needed to harmonize the
Criminal Code with the standards of the
Istanbul Convention. Read more about their
efforts 

This Programme is funded
by the European Union

Over 50 civil society representatives from the Western
Balkans and Turkey met in Istanbul in May to take stock
of the main challenges, achievements and lessons
learned in the implementation of the EU-UN Women
regional programme on ending violence against women.
Civil society partners shared their perspectives on how
their work under regional programme is improving the
lives of women and girls in the region.  Read 

In Kosovo (under UNSCR 1244), early
marriage – a human rights violation
prohibited under Kosovo law –
disproportionately affects the Roma, Ashkali
and Egyptian communities. The Network of
Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian Women's
Organizations of Kosovo (NRAEWOK) is
working to change that by engaging boys as
agents of change in minoritized communities
in order to foster dialogue among families
about the harmful effects of early marriage.
Read more about their strategy 

CIVIL SOCIETY EFFORTS TO
PREVENT EARLY MARRIAGE
START TO PAY OFF IN KOSOVO

WOMEN MPS DISCUSS CHANGES IN
CRIMINAL CODE FOR SUCCESSFUL
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
ISTANBUL CONVENTION IN NORTH
MACEDONIA

WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS REVIEW
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
REGIONAL PROGRAMME ON ENDING
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/07/women-mps-discuss-changes-in-criminal-code
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/07/womens-organizations-review-accomplishments-of-the-regional-programme-on-evaw
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/07/civil-society-efforts-to-prevent-early-marriage-start-to-pay-off-in-kosovo
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“WOMEN IN RURAL AREAS ARE
SPEAKING UP ABOUT THEIR
RIGHTS”

Luljeta Kaculi, administrator of the municipality
of Labinot-Fushe in Albania, is tackling cases of
domestic violence in her community and helping
to raise awareness about violence against
women and services available for survivors of
violence. She sees positive changes in her
community, with more women standing up for
their rights and speaking out against violence.
Read 

“THE MEDIA IN SERBIA CAN MAKE
A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO THE
FIGHT AGAINST GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE”

Radmila Veskovic, Project Manager at NGO
Fenomena in Serbia, works with members of the
media to ensure ethical and gender-sensitive
coverage of violence against women. “The media
contributes to shaping public opinion about all
aspects of social life, including violence against
women,” she says. Read her interview 

SERBIAN WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS
ADDRESS FEMICIDE ON NEW ONLINE
BULLETIN

Serbian women’s organizations Gender Knowledge Hub,
FemPlatz and the Women Research Center for Communication
and Education developed the first-ever electronic newsletter
focused on femicide under the title “Combating and eradicating
femicide in Serbia”.

The Serbian language newsletter, produced within the
framework of the EU-UN Women regional programme on
ending violence against women “Implementing Norms,
Changing Minds,” provides relevant information, data and
articles on femicide as well as in-depth interviews with
experienced gender experts, women’s rights activists,
criminologists and academics. It also highlights the need to
improve the criminal law framework in Serbia and proposes
classifying femicide as a separate criminal offence, with an aim
to prevent legal insecurity and adequately monitor the number
of reported cases that are processed at court.

The first and second issues of the newsletter are available .

http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/07/from-where-i-stand-women-in-rural-areas-are-speaking-up-about-their-rights
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/07/take-five-the-media-in-serbia-can-make-a-major-contribution-fight-against-gbv
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/regional-programme-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/regional-programme-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey
http://femplatz.org/


Contact: Yolanda Iriarte, Regional Programme Manager,
Implementing Norms, Changing Minds
Email: eca.evawproject@unwomen.org
Web: http://eca.unwomen.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/unwomeneuropecentralasia
Twitter: www.twitter.com/unwomeneca
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sole responsibility of 

 and can in no way be taken to reflect the
views of the European Union.

“VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES IS INVISIBLE IN THE LEGAL
SYSTEM”
Olivera Pejak Prokes is a judge of the Appellate Court in Novi
Sad, Serbia. With over 30 years of judicial service, she has
devoted her entire career to family-legal relations in the
context of civil law, with particular focus on women with
disabilities and violence against women. Pejak is currently
working together with the Serbian NGO ...Iz Kruga Vojvodina
on improving services for women with disabilities who have
experienced violence within the context of the EU-UN Women
regional programme on ending violence against women
"Implementing Norms, Changing Minds”, funded by the European
Union.

In an interview with ...Iz Kruga Vojvodina for their website
Portal o Invalidnosti, Pejak outlined the challenges that
women with disabilities face in accessing justice in cases of violence, including the invisibility of
women with disabilities within the justice system, institutionalized discrimination, and lack of
awareness among officials of the specific position and needs of women with disabilities. Read the
original interview in Serbian .

INFORMING ROMA WOMEN ABOUT THEIR
RIGHTS IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Women belonging to marginalized groups in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, such as Roma women, are often unable to access
support services in cases of domestic violence due to their lack
of information about those services and/or distrust towards
service providers. To help women understand their rights and
how they can receive help in cases of violence or
discrimination, three flyers were developed by CSO Bolja
Budućnost, a partner of the EU-UN Women regional
programme on ending violence against women in the Western
Balkans and Turkey, “Implementing Norms, Changing Minds”.

The flyers – available in Bosnian and Romani languages –
outline anti-discrimination legislation and anti-violence
legislation and provide a guide to claiming social rights and
health protection in cases of violence of and discrimination.
Take a look at the anti-discrimination flyer , the anti-
violence flyer , and the guide to social rights and health
protection .

http://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/regional-programme-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey
http://portaloinvalidnosti.net/2019/03/sutkinja-olivera-pejak-prokes-kad-zivot-demantuje-prava-intervju/
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/regional-programme-in-the-western-balkans-and-turkey
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2019/07/flyer-on-discrimination
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2019/07/flyer-on-violence
http://eca.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2019/07/guide-to-social-and-health-protection-rights-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina

